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Viceroy solemnly informing the Throne in a long
Memorial, that a devastating breach in the banks oJ
the Grand Canal near Tientsin was the work of a
malignant river god; this kelpie had eventually been
conciliated   at   considerable   expense   in   sacrificial
offerings and the breach repaired, for which benefits
the Throne was requested to confer honours and a
shrine (at Government expense) upon the said river
god.   But where his keen practical vision perceived
profitable ventures, this reverence for antiquity and
the ancestral superstitions was relegated to a secon-
dary part.    For instance, when, under his adminis-
tration, the first telegraph line was erected between
Tientsin and Peking, and local conservatism expressed
itself by destroying the poles and wires, he was in-
formed by his staff that the damage had been done
by the outraged spirits of Feng-shui.1    Li bluntly
refused to recognise Feng-shui as properly concerned
in the matter and compelled his subordinates to pro-
ceed vigorously on the assumption of human agency.
Similarly, when Yu Lu, as Tartar General of Kirin,
endeavoured to prevent the junction of the Kinchow-
Kirin railways with the Newchwang line at Moukden,
on the ground that the line would interfere with the
repose of the Dragon guardian of that holy city, Li
wrote that, in his opinion, the Feng-shui of Moukden
could only gain by the building of so necessary a line.
In both cases he carried his point.   Finally, in 1900,
when the allied forces were proceeding to level the
old walls of the native city at Tientsin, the gentry
and poor people petitioned him to put a stop to the
work on the ground that a city without a wall
was* like a woman without petticoats.   The Viceroy

1 Feng-sbui, literally " wind and water.**